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From the Rector

Dear Family and Friends,

This Sunday, (Oct 3rd) at 11am I will continue our congregation’s tradition of Blessing the
Animals.  We do so at this time of the year because the next day, Oct. 4th is widely recognized
as the feast of St. Francis of Assisi. He is among the best-known and most venerated of the
saints and the blessing of animals on his feast day is a practice that goes back hundreds of
years.

But beyond pets, Francis is also known as the patron saint of ecology. So what does that
mean?

St. Francis discovered that all creatures - and not merely those nonhuman animals we classify
as sentient, but rocks and trees alike – are his sisters and brothers.  The thinking that holds
humans as above all other creation and, thereby, as entitled to use creation in any way we
wish, is a much later notion!  The consequences of modern humanity's hubris, which sets us
above creation, are visible in pollution of the earth, extinction of species and climate change.
Francis showed us just how inseparable the bond is between concern for nature, justice for the
poor, commitment to society, and interior peace.

Last month the leaders of three prominent Christian denominations issued a joint
statement calling on people of all faiths to take action to halt the devastating impacts of climate
change. Pope Francis, Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby and Orthodox Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew wrote: "September is celebrated by many Christians as the Season of
Creation, an opportunity to pray and care for God's creation". As world leaders prepare to meet
in November at Glasgow to deliberate on the future of our planet, we pray for them and
consider what choices we must all make."



The religious leaders also gave special attention to the poor in the statement, who they note
have made the least contribution to the greenhouse gas pollution that drives climate change
but bear "the most catastrophic consequences."

"We call on everyone, whatever their belief or world view, to endeavour to listen to the cry of
the earth and of people who are poor, examining their behaviour and pledging meaningful
sacrifices for the sake of the earth which God has given us," the message said.

The Anglican Communion and specifically, the Episcopal Church, have made care for creation,
including addressing climate change, one of the focal points of their public policy advocacy and
work (see the article elsewhere in this newsletter).

Our spirituality and modern science call for the global community to replace humanity's
exploitation of nature and a planet in peril with an attitude of sharing, protection, respect and
kinship among all creatures.

This year as we ask God to bless the pets, let’s also be mindful of the interconnectedness with
the natural world, as well as how sinful acts have contributed to current ecological crises and
how future actions can either contribute to fulfilling God's vision or thwart it.

And finally, I urge you to come this Sunday, with or without a pet.  I think you’ll find that it is
quite a sight!

Peace,
James+

Announcements

Blessing of the Animals
October 3rd at 11:00am the congregation and any animals (on leashes!) will gather on the front lawn
of St. Stephen's Episcopal Church for a brief service and blessing of each animal. All are welcome.



Communion Classes
The prayerbook stresses that baptism is the beginning of full membership in the Church.
Since all baptized Christians are welcome at the altar, discretion is left to parents as to when
they want their child to begin receiving communion.  Criteria for Confirmation involve the
moment when a person is both old enough and prepared enough to know the implications of
making a voluntary, public and personal acceptance of the vows made earlier at Baptism on
his/her behalf.

Classes for parents and children who are planning to prepare for reception to the Holy
Communion, and those who have already begun receiving but who want further preparation,
will meet on two Wednesdays: October 20 in the parish hall from 3:30 pm to 5 pm and October
27 in the church from 3:30 pm to 4:15 pm.   Parents are needed to help on October 20th.

Those parents wishing their children to take communion for the first time could plan to do so on
All Saints Sunday, November 7th at the Eucharist.

Book Club
We are reading The Rose Code by Kate Quinn for October 12 and The Starless Sea by Erin
Morgenstern for November 9th. At church courtyard for October?  We shall see!
Vicki Hoshko



A Halloween Prayer
Lord of Light and Darkness,
the days grow short
and our spirits flag,
in the gathering gloom
all fears of mortal humans
rear their ugly heads.

We celebrate Halloween to try to laugh in the face of our fears.  But only trust in God can
deliver us from all that frightens us.

From the ghosts of failures that continue to haunt us,

deliver us, O Lord.

From the goblins of people who hurt our pride and our feelings,

deliver us, O Lord.

From the skeletons of secrets we are ashamed of,

deliver us, O Lord.

From the monsters of guilt for jobs left undone or unattempted,

deliver us, O Lord.

From the witches that tempt us to brew cauldrons of hate,

deliver us, O Lord.

From the scarecrows of worldly good that offer empty promises,

deliver us, O Lord.

From the webs of lies we weave to keep from facing ourselves,

deliver us, O Lord.

From the masks we wear to hide our pain,

deliver us, O Lord.



Lord of Light and Darkness, we are confident that you will light our way on All Hallow's Eve and
every night.  Count us among the saints who follow your way.  We ask this through your Son
who conquered evil, and who lives and reigns with you and our Protecting Spirit, One God,
eternal. Amen.

September 21, 2021

Episcopal Relief & Development is supporting the Province of the Anglican Church of the
Congo (PEAC) as the province implements an Asset-Based Community Development (ABCD)
program to build resilience in households that were impacted by a volcanic eruption in the
Democratic Republic of Congo earlier this year..

Mount Nyiragongo, located near the eastern border of the Democratic Republic of Congo near
the city of Goma, erupted on May 22. More than 8,000 people fled to neighboring Rwanda to
escape the lava. Nearly 5,000 homes were damaged or destroyed. Months later, communities
are struggling to rebuild.

PEAC, through the Anglican Diocese of Goma, with Episcopal Relief & Development’s support,
has initiated Village Savings and Credit Associations to equip 50 households, through
small-business training and grants,  with skills that will build the community’s economic
resiliency. Building on the assets already present in the community, these groups will provide
the skills needed for sustainable, long-term change.

“The people in the communities impacted by the volcano are incredibly resourceful and have
experience in small-scale commerce and agriculture,” said Nagulan Nesiah, Senior Program
Officer, Disaster Response and Risk Reduction, Episcopal Relief & Development. “This project
will build on their existing skills and knowledge, adding value with the training offered in
savings and credit associations.”



If you, like many others, feel powerless to make your voice heard in the development of
government programs and policies, consider joining the Episcopal Public Policy Network to
learn of current issues and make your voice heard.

The Office of Government Relations of the Episcopal Church works to educate, equip, and
engage Episcopalians through the Episcopal Public Policy Network (EPPN).  The EPPN
engages Episcopalians across the country who are dedicated to carrying out their Baptismal
Covenant call to “strive for justice and peace”  by actively encouraging our elected officials to
enact legislation and policies that are more just.through the active ministry of public policy
advocacy.

You can follow EPPN on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram @TheEPPN and sign up for their
news at https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/eppn-sign-up/.

The most recent call for advocacy by EPPN is support for the ambitious climate change
legislation currently being debated in Congress.

The Episcopal Church supports numerous climate provisions in the Build Back Better bill,
including:

● Enact the Clean Electricity Payment Program (CEPP) and other clean energy incentives
to accelerate the clean energy transition.

● Incentivize building and vehicle electrification.
● Designate 40% of investment funds for communities with environmental justice

concerns.
● Reduce methane emissions by at least 30% by 2030 through stricter regulatory

standards and a fee for leaked methane.
● Invest in research and development for battery storage and carbon capture technology.

The Episcopal Church also supports mitigation measures that will help to address the
consequences of climate change, such as climate migration impacts and threats to vulnerable
ecosystems. As Presiding Bishop Michael Curry notes, “The work of saving this creation, on
one level, it is saving our own lives, and on another level, it is saving the world that God has
made and God has created, and we dare not deface what God has made.

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/eppn-sign-up/


THANKSGIVING FOOD BASKET SIGN UP INFORMATION

WILL YOUR FAMILY NEED FOOD FOR THANKSGIVING DINNER?
If you live in Schenectady County, you may be eligible for a Thanksgiving Food Basket.

YOU MUST SIGN UP ON THE DATES BELOW OR YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE A BASKET!

You must bring one of the following forms of qualifying ID with you to sign
up: HEAP award letter
Referral letter from a community agency or spiritual leader
Benefit card
SSI award letter
SSD award letter
WIC card
Active, current unemployment
Proof of residency in municipal housing
Current Food Stamp Card
SOCIAL SECURITY AND MEDICARE CARDS ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE QUALIFYING ID

SIGN-UP LOCATION: ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST SCHOOL HALL
Entrance on Eastern Avenue, near the
corner of Eastern and Nott Terrace

SIGN-UP DATES AND TIMES: Friday, oct. 22, 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturday, oct. 23, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sunday, oct. 24, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

REMEMBER: YOU MUST SIGN UP ON THE ABOVE DATES TO GET A BASKET.

YOU MUST SIGN UP FOR YOURSELF IN PERSON HOWEVER YOU MAY SIGN UP ANOTHER
PERSON AS LONG AS HE/SHE IS DISABLED.  (You must bring a note from the person with their
signature and qualifying ID). YOU MUST LIVE IN SCHENECTADY COUNTY TO GET A BASKET.
YOU MUST BRING PROOF OF YOUR CURRENT STREET ADDRESS. YOU MUST BRING PROOF
OF THE NUMBER OF YOUR FAMILY MEMBERS IF OVER 7.

Concerned for the Hungry wants to make sure that there is enough food for everyone to have a good
Thanksgiving dinner. Each eligible family may have one basket to share with their household.





SiCM Community Hub GRAND OPENING
Friday, October 15, 2021

837 Albany Street, Schenectady, NY 12307
5:00 PM EDT - 6:30 PM EDT

Join SiCM on Friday, October 15th for the Official Grand Opening of the SiCM Community
Hub! Tickets are $75 and provide access to this unique celebration including a tour of the

brand new building, wine tastings, and a commemorative gift. Beginning at 5PM we will host
tours of the Hub, personal wine tastings, and light fare.

Your support provides the best programming possible to our neighbors and community
partners. With your help, we can connect our pantry guests and families to fresh healthy food
and offer a place to learn how to prepare the food and make the meals stretch throughout the

week. Your donation enables us to better serve the families we are committed to assisting. You
helped SiCM become an access point for information and nutrition. Now, with the Grand
Opening of the Community Hub, we can start hosting classes for guests to learn ways to

prepare food provided to them at the pantry. They can gain skills to help extend meals longer
and help balance the ever rising cost of food.

Get Tickets

https://sicm.salsalabs.org/CommunityHubGrandOpeningCelebrationFundraiser


SiCM Food Pantry Donations
Thank you for the generous donations of cleaning supplies and seasonings during September.
We will continue collecting them during October.

Seasonings/spices Cleaning supplies
paprika dishwashing detergent
cinnamon laundry detergent
cumin fabric softener
chili powder sponges
red pepper disinfectant (spray, wipes, etc.)
garlic powder
onion powder
oregano
thyme
ginger

St. Stephen’s History Quilt PowerPoint
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xIC5ZzZmSXyB1tLc7uT_qGmVZLIZ5U2W/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xIC5ZzZmSXyB1tLc7uT_qGmVZLIZ5U2W/view?usp=sharing


October Anniversaries

Birthday:

Katharine Lowe (10/3), Harry Ruscitto (10/3), Herbert Gretz (10/11), Sara Palko (10/11), Janet
Schlansker (10/11), Joe Palko (10/13), Diana Belardo (10/14), Brian Springstead (10/15), Peter

Nelson (10/27), Eunice Chouffi (10/28), Samuel Schuldt (10/28), Vera Crates (10/31),
Christopher Morin (10/31)

Baptism:

Oto Jones (10/1), Ted Ranslow (10/7), Ashley Ranslow (10/7), Rick Morin (10/13),  Angela
Strong (10/14), Andrei Crates (10/16), Vera Crates (10/16), Joe Palko (10/20), Laura Fronk

(10/21), Edwin Masambo (10/29)

Wedding:

Timothy & Stephanie Grimason (10/11), Herbert & Shirley Gertz (10/19)



Christian Education
Sunday School is back and more “normal” than it’s been in a long time! Hooray! It has
been so wonderful to meet, in person, in the classroom, during the Sunday service.

This year we will be trying a new curriculum put out
by the Hands on Bible.  This curriculum highlights a
bible point each week based on a few lines of
scripture.  All of our activities that day will focus on
the bible point and help us to understand it better.
We will not be using paper pamphlets or lessons,
but rather will be having discussions, making
projects and playing games. Throughout the
course of our year together we will also be creating
our own bible binders where we will compile each
of our bible verses we talk about, putting them in
order as they would appear in a real bible.  We will also be talking about the Old
Testament vs. New Testament and where each reading belongs.

Next Street Soldiers Lunch Making: 10/3, 11/7
Next Family Activity: Halloween Night 10/16 @ 4pm in the Parish Hall
Communion Classes: October 20 & @ 27th @ 3:30



Adult Education

Thursday Morning Project: The Liturgical Cantata
Project
Each week we examine the cantata that Bach wrote for the coming Sunday. Especially, we will
explore the relationship of text and music. This course is intended for music lovers who wish to
learn more about this great canon of works and for students exploring the context, structure
and inventive processes they exemplify. All are welcome!

October 7 16 Trinity BWV 27
October 14 17 Trinity BWV 47
October 21 18 Trinity BWV 169
October 28 Reformation BWV 79

Zoom classes are held on Thursday mornings from 10:30am – noon and are open to all.
Please email the rector for the link: james.ross.mcd@gmail.com.

Wednesday Morning Bible Study: Introduction to the
Scriptures
This month will be the conclusion to the Introduction to the Hebrew Scriptures we began earlier
in the year.  This month will also begin an Introduction to the Christian Scriptures. Each class
will begin with a lecture by Professor Bart D. Ehrman helping us to develop a general
understanding of the New Testament - and the individuals and communities who created its
texts. This course attempts to understand how, when, why, and by whom the New Testament
was written in light that historical research brings to the texts. We will also review key texts
omitted from the New Testament. All are welcome!

mailto:james.ross.mcd@gmail.com


Oct. 6 Life in the Diaspora

Oct. 13 Apocalyptic Literature

Oct. 20 The Early Christians and Their Literature

Oct. 27 The Greco-Roman Context

Zoom classes are held on Wednesday mornings from 10:30am – noon and are open to all.
Please email the rector for the link: james.ross.mcd@gmail.com.

mailto:james.ross.mcd@gmail.com


St. Stephen’s Church

Staff:
The Rev. Dr. James R. McDonald, Rector, The Rev. Dennie Bennett,

Assisting Priest,  The Rev. Patricia L. Jones, Deacon Emeritus, Allison de Kanel, Lay Reader
Susan Lohnas, Organist, Douglas Lohnas, Choir Director,

Laura Bynon and Chris Quinn, Nursery School
Bethany Schuldt, Christian Education Director, Office Manager

Joe and Donna White, Custodians

Sr. Warden, Budd Mazurek; Jr. Warden, Doreen May; Clerk: Tammy Ruscitto; Treasurer, Denise Crates

Vestry Class of 2021 Dan Schuldt, Jean Stefanski
Vestry Class of 2022 Vicki Hoshko, Carole Merrill-Mazurek

Vestry Class of 2023 Erin Cohen, Denise Crates, Tammy Ruscitto.

Our office is located at 1229 Baker Avenue.
The telephone number is (518) 346-6241.

If we are unable to answer your call, please leave a message.
We will call you back as soon as possible.

The Rector’s email is: james.ross.mcd@gmail.com
For all church matters please email office@st-stephens.church

Our website is https://st-stephens.church/
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/SaintStephensSchenectady


